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Sudden occlusion of a peripheral artery of any limb is a condition rarely encountered in routine practice. On account of its rarity it is very often liable to be missed, but nevertheless it should be borne in mind when a patient presents himself complaining of acute excruciating pain in any of the extremities with a sudden onset.
Sudden arterial obstruction may be caused either by embolism or thrombosis. Allen, Barker and Hines (1948) In this case, obviously, the sudden thrombosis had occurred as a complication of streptococcal septicamiia resulting from septic abortion. The high fever with rigors, rapid feeble pulse, severe malaise and restlessness also confirm this view.
It is possible that an actual metastatic invasion of the arterial wall by the bacteria derived from the original seat of infection might have produced local inflammation of the intima and then led to thrombosis and occlusion.
Slowing of the circulation and changes in the coagulability of the blood which are commonly found in such infectious diseases are two contributory factors for the sudden development of thrombosis.
. As the gangrene was limited to the posterior three-quarters of the plantar surface of the foot one can very easily reach the conclusion that the sudden thrombosis was in the posterior tibial artery before its bifurcation into the plantar arteries. Philadelphia.
